It seems likely that further studies on deprivation by death or other means of close relatives or pets will show significant results, not only-in mortality in the aged from cardiac infarction but also in morbidity and mortality from the other protean manifestations of giant cell arteritis. Diverticulosis of the Colon and Diet SIR,-Wide regional variations are known to exist in the incidence of diverticula of the colon. Thus, although common in manyparts of Europe and North America, the condition is rare among the negroes of Africa and among the native populations of India and of the Far East. In the U.S.A., however, the incidence of this condition among the whites and negroes is approximately the same. This phenomenon has been correlated with the type of diet ingested; colonic diverticula appear to occur in areas where a low roughage diet is eaten in contrast to their rarity when a bulky vegetable diet is used.'
Some support for this dietary aetiology was given by two reports on the development of
